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length, but almost all bordered with steep and at times pre-
cipitous banks, and looking as though they had been artificially
cut out in the limestone mountain. In these countless hollows
is concentrated the fertility and the population of Nejed;
gardens and houses, cultivation and villages, hidden from view
among the depths while one journeys over the dry flats (I had
well-nigh called them " denes," for they often reminded me of
those near Great Yarmouth) above, till one comes suddenly on
the mass of emerald green beneath. One would think that two
different lands and climates had been somehow interwoven into
one, yet remained unblended. The soil of these valleys is light,
and mixed with marl, sand, and little pebbles washed down
from the heights, for everywhere their abrupt edges are furrowed
by torrent tracks, that collecting above rush over in winter, and
often turn the greater part of the gully below into a violent
watercourse for two or three days, till the momentary supply
is spent, and then pools and plashes remain through the months
of spring, while the most of the water sinks underground, where
it forms an unfailing supply for the wells in summer, or breaks,
out once more in living springs amid the low lands of IJasa
and Elateef, towards the sea-coast, and beyond the outskirts of
Djebel Toweyk itself. However, none of these winter torrents
find their way unbroken to the sea; some are at once reabsorbed,
while yet within the limits of the mountain labyrinth, whose
watershed, I should add, lies on the eastern, not on the western
side j while a few, so the natives of the country told me, make
their way right through Toweyk to the Nefood on the west, or
to the Dahna on the east and south, and are there speedily lost
in the deep sands, where a Rhine or a Euphrates could hardly
avoid a similar fate.

However, though above-ground waters are rare and temporary,
the underground provision is constant and copious, and hence
the great fertility of these valleys. Nor is the water hard to
get at, for the depth of the wells throughout Nejed seldom ex-
ceeds twelve or fifteen feet from the upper rim to the water,
and often less, especially towards the southern half of 'Aared
and Yemamah. I had forgotten to say, in my topographical
description of Kaseem, that the water of that province has very
generally a saltish taste, just enough to be perceptible, but not
disagreeable, at least to those accustomed to drink from our